Press Release

Visit to Bangladesh by Professor Ole Danbolt Mjøs, Chairman, Norwegian Nobel Committee and Ms. Bente Erichsen, Director, Nobel Peace Center, Norway 15 – 20 July 2008 in connection with opening of  the Exhibition on Nobel Peace Prize at Grameen Bank, Dhaka
Professor Ole Danbolt Mjøs, the Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee announced on 13 October 2006 that Professor Muhammad Yunus and the Grameen Bank had jointly been awarded with the Nobel Peace prize 2006. The Bangladeshi people rejoiced the occasion.  

Professor Muhammad Yunus and Mosammat Taslima Begum on behalf of Grameen Bank received the prize on 10 December 2006 in Oslo City Hall in the presence of His Royal Highness King Harald V and Queen Sonja. Among many events marking the achievements of Professor Yunus and the Grameen Bank, the Nobel Peace Center organised an exhibition in Oslo portraying the evolution and growth of Grameen Bank and micro credit as a powerful means for poverty eradication, and the role of Professor Yunus in the process since the foundation of Grameen Bank project in 1976. The exhibition “A Fistful of Dollars” was inaugurated at the Nobel Peace Center in Oslo by Professor Yunus during the receipt of the award and remained open for one year (until replaced with the new one produced in connection with Nobel Peace Prize 2007) for the visitors. The exhibition has now been reproduced in Dhaka by Drik Picture Library under the title ‘Jobra to Oslo’ in collaboration with the Grameen Bank and the Royal Norwegian Embassy, Dhaka. There will be two versions of the exhibition. Grameen Bank has dedicated space at its headquarters for the permanent version and the other one will be a travelling exhibition. In addition, to preserve and share the memorable moments with the people of Bangladesh, an exhibition of the ‘Nobel Peace Prize 2006’ medal and other valuable items related to the achievements will be displayed at the Grameen Bank building from 17 July 2008. Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed, Honourable Chief Advisor of the Caretaker Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh has kindly consented to be the Chief Guest and inaugurate the exhibition at the Grameen Bank headquarters at 09:45 hrs., Thursday, 17 July 2008. Professor Ole Danbolt Mjøs, Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee will attend the opening as the Guest of Honour. Ms. Bente Erichsen, Director of the Nobel Peace Center will be present in the occasion as Special Guest. 

Professor Ole Danbolt Mjøs and Ms. Bente Erichsen will visit Bangladesh 15 – 20 July 2008, in order to attend the ceremony. In addition to attending the opening of the exhibition ‘Jobra to Oslo’ they will participate in several events. Grameen Bank has developed a detailed programme for the two visiting dignitaries in collaboration with the Royal Norwegian Embassy, Dhaka. Among others, the programmes include courtesy calls on the Chief Advisor and some other Advisers, addressing the students from various universities and colleges in a public lecture, and a field visit to observe Grameen Bank activities and meet the beneficiaries.

Brief resume of Professor Mjøs and Ms. Erichsen
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MJØS, Ole Danbolt, b. 1939. 

Professor Ole Danbolt Mjøs is a Member of the Nobel Committee since 2003 and has held the position of Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee since 2003. He is a Professor at the University of Tromsø and was the President/Chancellor of the University of Tromsø during1989-95. He has held various political offices representing the Christian Democratic Party and has played a central role in educational politics at the national level.

Professor Mjøs concluded his award presentation speech saying that “Today the Norwegian Nobel Committee wishes to express its admiration for the work Muhammad Yunus and Grameen Bank have done for thousands upon thousands of ordinary people in Bangladesh and in many other countries. We hope the Peace Prize will be a source of inspiration in the continuing work for a world without poverty. That is not a goal we will reach in the next few decades. But we are on the way. Today we congratulate and celebrate the two of you, Muhammad Yunus and Grameen Bank. Bangla: Apnader Shobaikay Ushno Obhhindon: Warmest congratulations to you all! Tomorrow we shall hurry on together towards the goal of a world without poverty.” Along with these praising words he personally expressed his desire to visit Bangladesh to see what Professor Yunus actually has done with his Grameen Bank for the poor in Bangladesh. Now he has found an opportunity to come to Bangladesh. 
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ERICHSEN, Bente, b. 1949. 

Bente Erichsen has served as Director of the Nobel Peace Center since its opening in Oslo in 2005. Ms Erichsen is an accomplished feature film director and producer, and is the author of two books. She is currently chair of the board of Amnesty International Norway and the Open Theatre. She had been in the board of the Norwegian Broadcasting Company, the Norwegian Film Institute, and Telemark University College. She is the initiator of Amanda, the Norwegian Film Award. She was the Head of the National Touring Theatre in Norway (Riksteatret). She was also Head of Culture for the 1994 Olympics, in the Lillehammer Olympic Committee. 

She has played a key role in bringing the exhibition to Dhaka. In her message for the exhibition she has mentioned that “At the Nobel Peace Center we are proud to see our portrait exhibition of the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize laureates find its permanent home in Dhaka, inside the Grameen Bank itself. In Norway we have admired Muhammad Yunus' efforts, now we have the opportunity to give something back, an exhibition that is lasting proof of the international legacy and respect for the important work of Prof. Yunus and Grameen Bank".  

The Exhibition

The exhibition will be a combination of images, texts, audio stations, and video presentations of the memorable events related to the Nobel Peace Prize 2006. There will be two versions of the exhibition. One will be permanently accommodated at the Grameen Bank headquarters and the other one will be travelling across Bangladesh. The permanent exhibition will have two sections to display the images portraying the journey of Grameen Bank and Professor Yunus since its inception in 1976 at the remote village ‘Jobra’ in Chittagong, presenting texts on the initiation and spreading of the concept of micro credit and the contribution of micro credit in fighting against poverty around the globe. There will be textual presentation of the history of the ‘Nobel Peace Prize’ and brief biography of Alfred Nobel. The audio visual section of the exhibition will document   the activities of Professor Yunus and the Grameen Bank during the period 13 October 2006 to 10 December 2006 in Dhaka and Oslo. In addition, in a separate section the Nobel Peace Prize medal and other valuable items related to the achievements of Professor Yunus and the Grameen Bank will be displayed on the ground floor of Grameen Bank building. The exhibition will provide an opportunity to preserve the memory of the achievements of Professor Yunus and share them with the people of Bangladesh. 
For further information the following persons may be contacted:
	Grameen Bank
	Royal Norwegian Embassy

	Ms. Nurjahan Begum
General Manager 

Phone :  +880-2- 900 5257 – 69/801 1425
Email : g_iprog@grameen.com 
	Mr. Kristian Jervell, First Secretary  
Phone :  - 880-2-882 3880/882 3065/8810563
Email : emb.dhaka@mfa.no 
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